Factors related to depressive symptoms among long-term survivors of cervical cancer.
In this article we describe depressive symptoms among survivors of cervical cancer. Study participants were previously diagnosed and treated with cervical cancer 5 to 25 years prior to the completion of a telephone survey. Through a population-based survey of women identified via a state tumor registry in southern New England, the investigators learned that depressive symptoms are prevalent among a subgroup of long-term survivors long after diagnosis and treatment. The at-risk participants included those who were at a lower economic status and whose marital status and ability to work had changed, and who continued to experience pain and diarrhea caused by radiotherapy. Findings from this study warrant additional research with this potentially vulnerable group of women.